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http://www.cbc.ca/news/health/dementia-

traffic-1.3921614
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• TODAY -> 

• Course Logistics

• Begin with our 1st lecture

• Don Kerr
• http://dkerr.kingsfaculty.ca/

http://dkerr.kingsfaculty.ca/
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• Course Web Page 

• Announcements

• Assignments

• Learning Objectives / overheads  

• Grades

• Useful Links
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• SPSS consultant and times:

• Prof. Donna Maynard

• Hours:

• Monday 1:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

• Wednesday 9:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

• Friday 9:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

• She is located in the computing lab which is in the “Wemple 
Building” (Room W022) 
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Assignment #3 should go directly into your final paper!!
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• Required Texts:

• INVESTIGATING THE SOCIAL WORLD: QUANTITATIVE 

RESEARCH

• SOCIOLOGY 3306 SECTION 570

• Make sure you get the correct reading as there may be other 

packages prepared by other faculty
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ELECTRONICS USE –

Please don’t use your hand-held devices during lectures. I’m fine with 

other computer use in the classroom in most circumstances (i.e. primarily 

for taking notes). However, please don’t use social media, play games, 

surf the web etc. during lecture time!  

Should we adopt a policy on laptop use as a class?   Ban laptops??
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• Goals 

• -> how to evaluate quantitative research 

• -> refine your skills with SPSS and working with large datasets

• -> how to move from sociological theory -> statistical methods

• -> how to apply the techniques of multivariate analysis in a well 

organized research paper

• Work with one of the following datasets:

http://dkerr.kingsfaculty.ca/teach/sociology-3306/assignments/
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Introduction

• Why research methods? 

• Justification:

• Research methods are at the heart of the social sciences.

• Informed reader of the research literature/journalism/ect..
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Where do you find “sociological research”???
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Sociological Abstracts or the “Social Science Citation Index”. 
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Don’t merely do a “google search”..  We don’t rely on journalists to do our research, eh? 
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http://www.cbc.ca/news/health/dementia-

traffic-1.3921614
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Is this merely descriptive? 

Persons living on these busy routes have a 7% higher risk of dementia?

Or are they reporting the effect of “living on these busy routes” after considering other 

factors that might be relevant?   

Are we looking at the “bivariate” relationship between

“place of residence” and “risk of dementia”?

or are we conducting a “multivariate” analysis (considering several variables 

simultaneously with place of residence) in examining dementia risk??
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Are low income Londoners more likely to be living on “busy roads”???

Are there other factors, associated with  being low income that might explain

more comprehensively this relationship?
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Are they reporting a bivariate association?

Neighborhood:

“pollutants/Noise”         ->              “dementia risk”

or the results the by-product of a “multivariate” analysis (considering several

variables simultaneously)?

Neighborhood “pollutants/noise”

SES (socioeconomic status)

“smoking/obesity”                              -> “dementia risk”

“diet”/”lack of exercise” 

NOTE:  This study correctly “controlled” for these types of variables..

and after so doing, inferred a “significantly higher risk”..

7% higher risk, even after these controls (even after taking into consideration

poverty and its associated risks).   
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Don’t believe 

everything 

you read!
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Note: This was merely “an opinion piece” in the editorial section of the

Sun… 

Not based on facts., 

i.e. didn’t even look to the research on this issue .. Sloppy. 
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BASICALLY<  THIS RESEARCH FOUND ABSOLUTELY NO EVIDENCE OF 

NEGATIVE HEATH  EFFECTS ASSOCIATED WITH LIVING CLOSE TO A WIND 

TURBINE!!!


